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TWORARESPECIES OF EPHEMEROPTERA
IN THE LOWERMISSISSIPPI RIVER 1 2

Larry G. Sandersr C. Rex Bingharrr

During a research effort on the lower Mississippi River from Lake

Providence, Louisiana (river mile 480) upstream to Greenville,

Mississippi, river mile 530, the following records of rare mayflies were
obtained. Specimens have been deposited in the collection of Dr. G. F.

Edmunds, Jr., University of Utah.

Spinadis Edmunds and Jensen

In June 1978, a single Spinadis nymph was collected in a 500-micron
mesh plankton net drifting at 2400 hrs during a diel sampling effort on the

lower Mississippi River at river mile 529. Previous distributional records

were from Georgia, Indiana, and Wisconsin. It is not certain whether the

known records represent more than one species. The type locality is

Georgia and based on distribution patterns of other mayfly species, it is

likely that the specimen represents S. \\-allacei (Edmunds, personal

communication). Stage of maturity of the specimen agrees with predicted

emergence in late June or early July (Edmunds et al, 1976).

Pseudiron McDunnough

On 17 May 1978 two Pseudiron sp. nymphs poss. centralis were
collected in a shipek grab sample at a depth of 9 meters in a dike field at river

mile 515. Pseudiron sp. was previously recorded from Central Mississippi

(LeFlore County) by Berner in 1977. (Berner, 1977). Concomitant water

chemistry data were as follows: temperature 18.0 C, dissolved oxygen 8.1

mg/1, specific conductivity 395 mhos, and pH 7.6. Sediment type was
coarse sand.
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